
THE ACADEMIC 
WORD LIST (AWL)

The AWL contains

570
word families which
frequently appear in
academic texts, but

which are not contained
in the General Service

List (GSL).

C O V E R A G E

S U B L I S T S

The word families of the
AWL are divided into 

10
sublists according to

frequency. Sublist 1 has
the most frequent word
families, sublist 2 the

next most frequent, etc.

A W L  H I G H L I G H T E R

To make the most of the AWL, try tools
such as AWL highlighter on the

EAPFoundation.com website.

Developed by Averil Coxhead at Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand. 
Words in the AWL are not connected with any subject, meaning they are useful for all students.

10%
of words in texts are covered by the AWL.

 
The GSL covers around 80%, so 

GSL and AWL together cover 

90%

Each sublist has

60
word families, except

sublist 10, with 30.
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